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Statistics and Its Methods 
Einfuhring in die Statistik. By Ernst Mueller. Leipzig: 

Duncker und Humblot. 1912. Pp. viii, 46. 1.50 m.) 
La Statistique. By Andre Liesse. Second edition. (Paris: 

Librairie Felix Alcan. 1912. Pp. viii, 192. 2.50 fr.) 

The little book by Dr. Miiller of the University of Munich was 
written primarily to afford some general knowledge of statistics 
to students in German universities and commercial high schools 
who have no specialized interest in the subject. Except for some 
introductory pages devoted in characteristically German fashion 
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to an abstract, conventional, and necessarily futile exposition of 
the place of statistics as a "selbstandige Wissenschaft," the treat- 
ment is mainly concerned with the methods and functions of 
official statistics, with special reference to German-speaking coun- 
tries. There is also a short account of some of the elementary 
and non-mathematical methods of statistical analysis. The book 
is lucidly and interestingly written and may be commended to 
the American student who wishes some knowledge of the organiza- 
tion, methods, and scientific spirit of official statistical work in 
Germany and of the somewhat complex scheme of German official 
statistical publications. 

The new edition of Professor Liesse's treatise differs but little 
from the first edition, which was published in 1905. An appendix 
of 10 pages, giving a cursory treatment of the use of statistics in 
banking, railway transportation, and insurance has been added, 
and there are a few minor changes. The book remains a pleas- 
antly written but rather discursive treatment of elementary 
statistical methods, with special emphasis upon the various sorts 
of fallacies to which the misuse of statistics may lead. Its point 
of view is somewhat provincial: it smacks distinctly of the flavor 
of the discussions of the Societe de Statistique. On the whole it 
is a book which one can safely afford to neglect. 

Aixyn A. Young. 

Cornell University. 
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